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Yuri Beckelman was elected 
on March 17 to become the 
next president of Associated 
Students. In an election
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featured the highest voter turnout ever seen 
at CSUMB, Beckelman is set to take the 
reins after receiving more that half of the 
votes. “I wanted people to vote for me not 
because I was the only option,” Beckelman 
said, “but because I had the right ideas.” 
Beckelman was bom in San Francisco 
1982. From a
“It will be a busy and excit­
ing place to be,” said Scott 
Warrington, vice president of 
University Advancement, and 
host of the Visitors Center 
groundbreaking ceremony 
held on March 11.
Warrington, along 
with those in attendance, 
including President Peter 
Smith, took pride in 
the new project that was 
dubbed “the front porch 
of this campus” and will
serve as a “place of gather­
ing for past, present, and future 
students.” However, student pres­
ence was scarce.
Lisa Moreno, who was presi­
dent of Associated Students at the 
time, was present as a speaker and 
took part in the ceremonial “shov­
eling of dirt” and picture taking. 
She said that the Visitors Center is 
just “what this university needs- a 
link between the campus and the 
community.”
The ceremony took place on 
the comer of Fourth Avenue and 
Third Street, the future site of 
the Visitors Center. Local area 
news correspondents were pres­
ent at the ceremony that marks 
the beginning of yet another new 
project here at CSUMB.
The purpose of the Visitors 
Center is to provide a first stop 
for visitors and gathering place for 
alumni. It will be a place where 
potential students can seek orienta­
tion and directions to various loca­
tions on campus. The University 
Advancement office will be 
located in the new building, along
very young 
age Beckelman was involved in poli­
tics. His parents were highly involved with 
the Hotel and Restaurant Union. “As long 
as I can remember I was on the picket lines. 
I was the youngest kid ever to receive a 50 
action pin.” The picket lines weren’t the 
only place he spent his younger years. “We 
would do this thing called ‘wake up calls.’ 
We would go to the hotels on Sunday
VISITORS CENTER continued on page 2
By Colleen Bormann, Staff Reporter 
Colleen_Borman@csumb.edu
A college lifestyle can bring 
many highs and lows. Some 
students take it to the next level 
and find their own highs by 
using drugs. CSUMB is deal­
ing with this drug problem one 
arrest at a time.
For some, college is the time to 
experiment. Although alcohol is 
more common among students, 
other drugs are still a problem, 
marijuana being the most com­
mon. This is a problem that the 
University Police Department is 
facing. Lieutenant Jay McTaggart 
says he has seen it all.
"I identified 42 drug arrests
morning with bullhorns and pots and pans. 
We would wake up the entire hotel because 
they were doing their employees wrong, 
the workers were on strike but they didn’t 
care, so we deferred their business.”
In the second semester of his junior year 
of high school Beckelman lived in Israel 
for 4 months. “It was an amazing, amazing 
experience. I was out of it in high school 
like most people but I came back with a 
different perspective.” After return­
ing from Israel, Beckelman graduated 
from International Studies Academy 
in San Francisco. During his senior 
year he took a Global Studies class 
that ignited his interest in that field. 
One of the main reasons Beckelman 
decided to attend CSUMB was because 
a Global Studies major was offered. 
Beckelman was also intrigued by the 
school’s Vision Statement, one that 
outlined the same civil rights that he 
both preached and believed in. He 
believes that our Vision Statement 
makes us stand out from other schools 
Beckelman gained a considerable 
amount of political experience when he 
worked on the reelection campaign of 
 BECKELMAN continued on page 4
made between March 11, 2003 
and March 11, 2004. Of those 
42, 23 were for possession of 
marijuana. Of those 23, 12 were 
students. Of the total drug cases, 
15 of the arrestees were students. 
The 15 include the 12 marijuana 
arrests, the two psilocybin-for- 
sale arrests which occurred 
February, and one possession of 
marijuana-for-sale arrest," said 
McTaggart.
As seen in the statistics, many 
of the people arrested do not 
attend CSUMB. McTaggart 
said, "A significant number 
(arrested) are not students." 





Living the "high" life
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Need a safe ride?
By Laura Ramos, Staff Reporter
Laura_Ramos@csumb.edu
Last year a survey conducted by 
Residential Life among CSUMB 
students showed that 85 percent 
of freshmen and sophomores 
have either driven drunk, or 
have been in a vehicle where the 
driver was drunk.
According to the Designated 
Driver and Saferide Program 
website, each year drunk and 
drugged driving leads to one 
death every 33 minutes, one 
injury every two minutes and 
1.5 million arrests nationally.
Associated Students (AS) 
is working to establish 
Saferides, an alternative that 
will help combat drunk driv­
ing on campus. Saferides is a 
national organization that is 
committed to getting students 
home safely and is already part 
of many universities across the 
United States. Services range 
from getting students home after 
a party to giving students rides 
after late-night study sessions.
Funding for this program has 
been granted but there is still 
some uncertainty as to when 
the program will start. Ricky 
Maldonado and Jennifer Moore 
first proposed the program 
and are currently working on 
the details, such as a vehicle, 
uniforms for those students 
involved with the program and 
student driver recruitment.
Saferides is not intended to 
prevent drinking, but rather to 
provide a “safe ride” back home for
those who choose to drink. Moore 
and Maldonado do not believe this 
program encourages drinking on 
campus, but rather gives students 
the “alternative to be safe.”
This program is not solely dedi­
cated to taking drunken students 
back to their homes. It would also 
help those in uncomfortable set­
tings and in need of a ride home. 
For example, a student could 
contact Saferides in order to leave
a person’s home if he or she is 
feeling uncomfortable. Saferides 
would be able to pick the student 
up, no questions asked, and take 
him back to his place. Maldonado 
emphasized that “this is not a 
drunk bus only. This is for stu­
dents who need rides of any type 
of reason.”
The sponsor for this program 
was the Boy Scouts of America. 
However, AS has a resolution 
against organizations that have 
discriminatory practices. The 
Boy Scouts have a history of dis­
crimination against homosexuals 
and many religious groups. Vito 
Triglia, the Events Workgroup 
Chair, urged the committee to 
look for alternatives because 
the “allocation of funds for 
this program is in direct 
contradiction to the Vision
Statement.”
As a result, there is now 
no connection between 
CSUMB's Saferides 
program and the Boy 
Scouts. Maldonado said 
he feels it is critical that 
Saferides not be associ­
ated with the Boy Scouts. 
He added that at this time 
there is no alternative to provide 
insurance, but that the issue is
being worked on.
The Saferides vehicle would
consist of a male and female 
getting students to and from 
locations, equipped with first 
aid kits, “puke” buckets and 
uniforms to identify the drivers 
in the program displaying the 
AS logo.
If set in motion, CSUMB would 
be the first university in California 
to have such a program.
Anyone interested in becom­
ing a Saferides driver may 
contact Jennifer Moore or Ricky 
Maldonado via FirstClass
Visitors Center: parking 
issues yet to be resolved
...from page 1
along with a room designated for 
Alumni meetings and gatherings.
Many students were not aware 
of the new building soon to be 
the “thriving center” of campus, 
except for a few that have actually 
seen the begrimed sign that sits 
on the comer of
Third Street and 




dents were not 
informed about 
the ceremony prior to its occur­
rence, the residents of Area 3 
- Residence Halls 208, 210 and 
211 have expressed their concerns 
about their current parking situ­
ation, and how things might get 
worse once the Visitors Center is 
open for business. Area 3 residents 
have had constant battles over 
parking spots in Lot 18, adjacent 
to the Media Learning Complex.
Zach Hirst, a sophomore and 
resident of 211, stated, “I don’t 
so much have a problem with the 
amount of parking. I do not mind 
walking from Lot 23 to Building 
211; however, I do not like the 
amount of overnight parking.”
Niki Pantazis, a freshman and 
resident of 210, said, “The park­
ing situation is very inadequate.” 
Many times she has had to park 
in the lot adjacent to the ASAP 
Building, and as a result had 
her car broken into.
She often
"The parking situation is 
very inadequate."
-NIKI PANTAZIS
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The old Army building that stood in the way of the Visitors Center construction is rolled down 
Third Street on a truck
finds herself “forced to walk in 
the dark” back to her dorm, and is 
very unhappy with the patrolling 
of the area by UPD.
Natalia Guzman, an HCOM 
major and resident of 210, consid­
ered the Visitors Center a “waste of 
money” and was 
not sure whether 
“we really need 
one” here on 
campus. Although 
she believes there 
is enough patrol­
ling in the area, 
she does worry about her car, not 
herself.
A brief statement from Niraj 
Dangoria, assistant vice presi­
dent of Campus Planning and 
Development did not address 
whether the issue of parking for 
the new building will be resolved.
The location of the Visitors 
Center will be beneficial to those 
visiting our campus, as it will be 
easier to find compared to the 
University Center. According to 
Kathleen Ventimiglia, assistant 
director of Campus Planning, 
this new project will cover about 
12,500 square feet and will cost 
approximately $3.5 million. 
Completion of the Visitors Center 
is expected in December 2004.
However, the parking situation 
remains unanswered, as students 
continue to resort to 
almost war-like tac­
tics for a park­
ing spot.
“Quiet” streets assigned in FP
By Corey Edmonds, Staff Reporter
Corey_Edmonds@csumb.edu
There have been some new developments with the 
issue of students and their housing concerns. Quiet 
streets have officially been named by the housing 
committee and they are as follows: Saratoga and 
Yorktown on the Bunker Hill side, and on the 
Manassas side, Wilderness and Spotsylvania.
Randy Hanlin, assistant director for Residential 
Life Operations, is sending out a letter to all stu­
dents currently living in the Frederick Park apart­
ments. According to Hanlin, the letter will discuss 
the procedure on how to relocate to another area
of choice. “The process for relocating to the main 
campus if that is their desire is not too complicated,” 
Hanlin explained.
Yuri Beckelman, a member of the CSUMB Tenants 
Union (CTU) found some new developments with 
the housing situation. He said that in the new lease 
agreement, if one person is left in an apartment, then 
it will be consolidated with other students that are in 
similar situations.
CTU and Residential Life are in the process of 
forming a peer review board that is going to review 
all cases that deal with the violation of the lease 
agreement including such issues as vandalism and 
noise violations.
2 Otter Realm | April 1 - 14, 2004
Photo Illustration by Giovanni Digiorgo
News
Party at my place! ...wait... Doh!
Matthew Fox, Staff Reporter
Matt_Fox@csumb.edu
The Beastie Boys song is correct: 
“You’ve gotta’ fight, for your 
right, to party.” ...Or you have 
to sign the “party contract” 48-72 
hours in advance of your party.
Another Residential Life letter 
was distributed to students liv­
ing in Frederick Park recently. 
The letter made it clear that any 
student hosting a party at his or 
her house without first register­
ing the party by signing a contract 
would receive the boot in the fall 
of 2004.
No longer is Residential Life 
placing students on probation as 
they used to for parties. If a stu­
dent hosts a party, which is con­
sidered a gathering of 10 or more 
people, and he or she is caught 
without a contract, the student 
will lose his right to reserve an 
apartment in the fall.
The opening line of the letter 
details the policy change: “In 
recent months Residential Life 
has received significant amounts 
of feedback from residents of 
Frederick Park as we plan for the 
upcoming Reservation Process 
for Fall 2004 housing. Included 
in this feedback are requests 
for stronger enforcement of the 
Frederick Park policies, specifi­
cally with regards to unregistered 
gatherings/parties.”
The letter continues to mention 
that “many students” asked for
these changes, but who exactly 
are these students that asked for 
stricter policy? According to 
Ricky Maldonado, upper division 
housing senator, after the first let­
ter was sent out in mid-November, 
students and student-run organi­
zations met. The students met in 
hopes that they could find a way 
for students and families to coex­
ist successfully, without removing 
current Frederick Park students/ 
residents.
Michelle Donohue, assistant 
director for Residential Life, 
explained that it wasn’t actu­
ally the students who came up 
with the idea to enforce party 
regulations more rigidly. “Yuri 
(Beckelman), Ricky (Maldonado), 
me (Donohue), and the dean of 
housing all talked about the prob­
lem with unregistered parties.” 
Residential Life proposed the 
stronger party policy enforcement 
at this time, “and the students 
agreed,” said Donohue.
According to Maldonado, a 
student representative from every 
street was also a part of these 
meetings. The students met with 
Residential Life and hammered out 
a compromise that allowed the stu­
dents to remain in the apartments.
Donohue said the party policy 
enforcement was a side issue that 
came up after this compromise had 
already been established.
Donohue explained during 
these meetings that the party 
policy really hasn’t changed at
all. The policy is just being more 
rigidly enforced. “The standard 
policy for the last seven to eight 
years has been for students to 
submit a party contract to their 
resident advisor.”
“It is a privilege for single­
status students to be out there,” 
explained Donohue. “Residential 
life is trying to make Frederick 
Park a family-focused environ­
ment that is conducive for all 
people living there.”
Matt Mueller, a senior HCOM 
major, agrees. “They didn’t plan 
on having us here next semester, 
so it makes sense that there were 
going to be extra rules. That’s what 
we get for putting up a fight.”
Still, there are those that think 
the new regulations are a little too 
strict. Sarah Kincaid, a student res­
ident in the apartments, feels that 
the new rules are unfair. “I think 
it’s too strict. They should look 
into kicking out the students that 
have been constantly causing the 
problems in the first place. This 
way many people who are first­
time offenders are going to get 
booted, and many of the people 
causing the problems will stay.”
Nonetheless, Maldonado and 
others are pleased with the work 
that the students did to defend 
their right to remain in the apart­
ments. “Student government does 
work for the people. The student 
government busted their ass for 
the students on this one,” said 
Maldonado.
Campus Events
To post an event, contact Colleen Cooney via FirstClass
Thursday, April 1
Second Annual Ethics Panel, from CSUMB’s Business Partners and 
the School of Business. University Center conference rooms.
3 p.m. - 5 p.m. Free.
Contact Michele Méllela Young at 582-4141.
Friday, April 2
Computer Visionary Doug Engelbart will be speaking as part of a col­
laborative teleconference event during the CST 495 course. Building 18, 
Room 110.
1 p.m. - 2 p.m. Free.
Contact Kathleen Biersteker or Valerie Landau via FirstClass.
Saturday, April 3
“By Light of Lanterns” 19-minute documentary produced by CSUMB 
students and faculty will be presented at the Maritime Museum In 
Monterey, 5 Custom House Plaza.
2 p.m. Free.
Contact Pam Peck at 582-3908 or via FirstClass.
Saturday, April 3 - Sunday, April 4
“Paws-itive Love” fundraiser for the Animal Friends Rescue Project. 
Jewel Park In Pacific Grove.
Saturday: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m., Sunday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Free (donations 
accepted).
Contact Sarah Yates via FirstClass.
Monday, April 5
Deadline for Student Award Nominations! For Information and applica­
tions, go to http://csumb.edu/grad or contact Amy Lauder at 582-3595.
Every Monday, April 5 - May 3
Coping with Anxiety: five-session class will teach ways of coping with 
stress and anxiety. Building 80.
4 p.m. - 5 p.m. Free.
Contact Tai Kang at 582-3969 or via FirstClass.
Every Tuesday, April 6 - May 4
Making the Leap: five-week group meeting for graduating seniors. 
Leam to cope with things that happen, caring for yourself and continu­
ing life-long learning. Building 80.
11 a.m. -12 p.m. Free.
Contact the Personal Growth and Counseling Center at 582-3969.
Wednesday, April 7
GradFest - graduating seniors can find Information about commence­
ment, alumni membership, class rings and photography In one stop. 
University Center ballroom.
9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Free.
Contact the Alumni Office at 582-4723 or via FirstClass 
(alumnl@csumb.edu) or go to http://www.csumb.edu/grad for more 
Information.
Every Wednesday, April 7 - May 5
Living with Loss: five-week class to provide support for those grieving 
over the death of a loved one. Building 80.
12 p.m.-1 p.m. Free.
Contact Mel Mason at 582-3969 or via FirstClass.
Thursday, April 8
National Alcohol Screening Day. Confidential screenings and informa­
tion about the effects of alcohol. In front of the Dining Commons and In 
front of the Otter Bay Café.
11 a.m.-3p.m. Free.
Contact Ryan Boyle at 582-3808.
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Return of the Natives: ice plants’ worst nightmare
By Daniel Burr, Staff Reporter
Daniel_Burr@csumb . edu
Numerous non-native plants on parts of 
Fort Ord are not naturally from this area 
and have spread like a plague throughout 
the campus.
Environmental groups 
are working to fight the 
invasive species on 
Fort Ord and to restore 
the native plants. The 
unwanted plants can be 
found just about every­
where on campus.
According to Bruce 
Delgado, Bureau of 
Land Management 
worker and Marina city 
councilman, “The main 
plants we need to worry 
about here are pampas 
grass, ice plant, yel­
low star thistle, French 
broom, and there’s a
South African grass that grows no where 
else in the western hemisphere but here 
on Fort Ord, called tribolium.” Delgado 
continued, “We work on other plants but 
those are the main ones we are most wor­
ried about.”
The invasive plant problem isn’t new to
Fort Ord. However, the issue has become 
more serious with the reopening of back­
country lands since CSUMB was established 
in 1994. Numerous classes on campus teach 
students about the native and invasive plants 
in order to spread the knowledge.
As junior ESSP major Eric Ensch said,
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Children get their hands dirty during the Return of the Natives project.
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“Invasive species are harmful to an ecosys­
tem because they decrease the biodiversity 
in an area by eliminating the native species 
through competition for resources.”
Now students can also help restore Fort 
Ord’s natural habitat from invasive species 
by getting involved with the Return of 
the Natives project. 
Return of the Natives 
is a community- and 
school-based edu­
cation project that 
conducts hands-on 
environmental res­
torations around the 
local area by plant­
ing native plants in 
areas where invasive 
species are residing. 
The main sites for 
their restorations 
take place in the Fort 
Ord backcountry.
On designated 
planting day events, 
numerous backcoun­
try roads are open 
for cars to get in, 
which leaves a new 
opportunity for stu­
dents to explore the 
backcountry of Fort 
Ord. As junior SBSC 
major Elena Navarro 
describes the experi­
ence of working 
with Return of the 
Natives, “It’s a beau-
tifiil thing to come back and see what your 
hands have done to make the environment 
a better place,” said Navarro. “It’s good to 
be able to give back to your community.”
Laura Lienk, the director of Return of the 
Natives, said, “Our mission is to bring people 
closer to nature and nature closer to people by 
hands-on experience in restoring habitats.”
The Return of the Natives planting events 
are also focused on reducing erosion in the 
backcountry. The last several events have 
taken place in large watersheds where the 
newly planted native plants will protect the 
groundwater for Fort Ord, and will protect 
hillsides in the backcountry from erosion.
According to Lienk, “These plants will 
grow to be three to four hundred years old.
Beckelman
...from page 1
San Francisco D.A. Terence Hallinan. 
Hallinan, one of the nation’s most out­
spoken advocates of medical marijuana, 
unfortunately did not win reelection. 
Turning a negative into a positive, 
Beckelman implemented the same skills 
he learned in Hallinan’s campaign into 
his own run for AS President. “I got to 
talk with real politicians who were doing 
this all their lives,” explained Beckelman.
Before running for presidential office, 
Beckelman was elected on to the senate 
by a hiring committee of elected officials.
Q & A Spotlight
Otter Realm: So how does it feel to be the 
newly elected AS president at CSUMB?
Yuri Beckelman: It’s a huge relief. There were 
good candidates that I was running against. There 
is a clear mandate that students at this school want 
to see things happen. Now that they have voted, 
they have a responsibility to us to participate, like 
we have a responsibility to them.
OR: Are there any special perks now that 
your president? Are you more popular with the 
ladies, etcetera?
YB: (laughs) I’m soon to find out. I’ve only 
been president-elect for a few days on campus, 
but we’ll see. I’m still single though.
OR: Other passions besides politics?
YB: I love to travel. I’m thinking about going 
with an SBS class on a trip to China this sum­
mer. I love to go off the beaten path.
OR: Do you feel that the school is living up to 
its Vision Statement?
YB: I feel there are a lot of violations. I under­
stand that we are a new school, and also there 
are budget cuts, but the things outlined in the 
statement don’t seem that difficult to achieve. 
From my experiences with talking to people on 
how the school was when it was formed and 
the way it is now, I think it’s getting worse.
We’re working to keep water on the land, for 
groundwater and, we need it for everything.”
The back-countryof Fort Ord is an 
area many students have never explored. 
Navarro said, “It’s such a beautiful place 
because it’s ht here in your backyard and 
we should take advantage of it and we 
should also support it.”
The planting events with Return of the 
Natives take place every two weeks. Each 
event attracts a wide variety of people with 
live music and food.
For students that would like to assist 
with Return of the Natives, or would like 
to know more about the back-countryand 
the environment on Fort Ord contact Peter 
Nelson or Laura Lienk via FirstClass.
Beckelman is also credited with being one 
of the founding members of the CSUMB 
Tenant’s Union. On the Tenants Union 
he helped to establish and protect student 
tenant’s rights.
Beckelman kicked around the idea 
of running for president for some time. 
He wanted to be sure he knew what he 
wanted to do and what responsibilities 
he would have. Ultimately, he decided to 
run, wanting to make Associated Students 
better and to allow its voice to be heard 
so students can ultimately have a say in 
everything that happens on campus.
OR: Do you follow sports? And if so who are 
your favorite teams?
YB: I’m a home town kid. I love the Niners’- 
the best football team of all time. I’m a Giants’ 
fan, hardcore. If you see me walking around 
fifty-fifty I’ll be wearing a Giants hat.
OR: What was the last book you read?
YB: (Cracks a smile) They’ll love this: Lies 
and the Lying Liars that Tell Them by A1 
Franken. I take books at face value. It’s purely 
for entertainment purposes.
OR: What’s in your car CD player right now? 
YB: Little Brother its jazzy hip hop, not a very 
big group but they’re big in the underground 
area. I want to bring them to our school next 
year. I figure if they’re in my car I might as 
well bring them to school.
OR: Finally, what do you hope your legacy 
will be when you leave office?
YB: It’s funny- you really want a legacy. I 
want student government to mean something 
on this campus. I want next year’s election to 
be twice as big because people see this as a 
chance to get things done. I don’t want people 
to look back and say Yuri did this and Yuri did 
that. I want it to be that now we have a voice 
when the students say something, we get lis­
tened to too.
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IT beefs up 
security
By Rachel Kane, Staff Reporter
Rachel_Kane@csumb.edu
In response to last month’s 
security breach, CSUMB’s 
IT department is working on 
strengthening online security.
"We’re simply going to audit 
our existing systems," said Chief 
Information Officer Gilbert 
Gonzales.
According to Gonzales, the 
school’s IT department will be 
implementing at least two new
security features to protect informa­
tion on CSUMB’s home server.
The IT department plans on 
using Secure Socket Layers 
(SSL) which would serve to 
encrypt information on web 
pages with sensitive informa­
tion, preventing other people 
from seeing into the server.
Another security measure 
being implemented is the use 
of Digital Certificates, which 
is software, provided by the IT 
department, that a student would 
download to their computer 
that allows that user to gain 
access to campus information.
"It helps us assure that only 
trusted machines get to our infor­
mation," said Gonzales.
According to Gonzales, to 
insure maximum protection 
against incidents of hacking or 
human error, the IT department 
is "going to layer these things 
on top of each other" to cre­
ate a security blanketing effect.
As well as implementing 
new security measures online, 
Gonzales is planning on having 
an IT briefing meeting sometime
in June to "try to get feedback and 
involvement from the IT staff."
Gonzales is also working 
with Joseph Forman, Associated 
Students technology senator, 
to develop gatherings with the 
Associated Students and Otters at 
large. "These meetings will be a 
regular event and a good oppor­
tunity for students to find out 
what’s going on," said Forman.
Joshua Hampton, junior and 
CST major, said the meetings 
would be a "great idea. From 
my experience the general tech 
savvy student has very sound 
ideas that IT should listen to."
"I also want to get more stu­
dents involved in the Information 
Technology Planning and
Advisory Committee (ITPAC)," 
said Forman. "ITPAC makes 
technology policy decisions and 
wants to have more students on 
the committee. Students need to 
be a bigger part of the decision 
making process since we will all 
be effected by the new policies."
The cost of implementation 
and software purchase of the 
new security measures is roughly 
estimated to amount to between 
$25,000 and $50,000. "We’re 
looking at cost estimates right 
now," said Gonzales.
"I think that’s a waste of fund­
ing," said Hampton. "That seems 
like they’re just throwing money 
at the problem and hoping that 
solves it."
According to Forman, the bene­
fits of better security outweigh the 
hassles of a more complex system. 
"I think security is very impor­
tant," said Forman. "We’ll have 
to see how much of an inconve­
nience the security measures are."
For more information on 
the Technology Planning and 
Advisory Committee, visit http: 
//it.csumb.edu/govemnance.
Busted
... from page 1
According to the CSUMB Web 
site, the campus complies with the 
Drug Free Workplace Act of 1990 
and the Higher Education Act sec­
tion 120 (a), the consumption, 
sale, distribution, and possession 
of illegal drugs are all considered 
illegal on campus and will lead to 
consequences.
There are three different degrees 
of crime: infractions, misde­
meanors, and felony crimes. With 
felony crimes being the highest 
degree, one's punishment will 
lead to time in the state prison 
or county jail. Punishment is 
very serious because of the risks 
that drugs pose. Violence, sexual 
assaults, rape, overdose, and 
premature death can all be direct 
results of drug use.
For some, drugs are simply 
easier to get than alcohol. For 
many, it may not be a big deal. 
People that use drugs on a regular 
basis may find it that becomes a 
way of life.
College students, like the ones 
at CSUMB, tend to have an 
overly ambi­
tious standard 
of what it 
means to have 
a good time.
According to 




most drug busts 
occur in the 
residence halls.









has been living 
in the dorms 
for a year now 
and is aware 
of the drug use 
on campus. "I 
think we have 
a drug problem.
All campuses 
have a drug 
problem. These
students come from home and 
now they can do what 
they want," the 
student said.
Since many 
students that are 
new here live in 
the dorms, they 
are exposed to 
many new things like 
these drugs.
There are things that could be 
done to help reduce drug 
use on campus with the 
help of student input.
Students like CSUMB 
sophomore Dylan 
Flood have ideas that 
could help with this 
problem.
"I think drug use is a 
problem on campus, but
not as big as many other 
campuses. People are going to 
do it if they want, and not every­
one is doing it," said Flood. "If we 
have more events or activities on 
campus, students that are under 21 
will have something else to do."
It is no secret that drug and 
alcohol abuse is, and has been, a 
problem on many campuses like
If you're ready to apply your knowledge and skills in the post 
graduation job market, then toss your hat in with State Fund.
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contacting Human Resources at 415-565-1722.Then launch 
your career with State Fund and rise to new heights.
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CSUMB. Take action on your 
own campus to help prevent this 
problem. If you see or suspect 
that someone on campus is using 
drugs, call the Police Hotline at 
582-4747.
Career opportunities 










• Finance and Accounting
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By Enjolina Moss, Staff Reporter
ENJ0LrNA_M0SS@CSUMB.EDU
By mile six, I was hurting.
Less than three miles in, I had 
already sprinted around what 
seemed like 100 ambling tourists 
and avoided crashing into countless 
oblivious toddlers and nosy dogs on 
long leashes. My “nice and easy” 
Sunday morning run turned into an 
obstacle course for a San Francisco 
49er linebacker.
With race day still two weeks 
away, the fog rolling in and cars 
swerving by, often too close for 
comfort, I was (like the rest of my 
family) beginning to question my 
sanity. After mile six, I still had 
four more to go.
I set the Monterey Bay Half- 
Marathon as my first Half- 
Marathon (13.1 miles) because it is 
close to home and it falls midway 
into my training for the Suzuki 
Rock n’ Roll Marathon (26.2 miles) 
in San Diego on June 6.
This year, the fifth annual Monterey 
Bay Half-Marathon, hosted by the 
CSUMB Athletic Department, was 
USA Track & Field Certified for dis­
tance and the top 10 male and female
Enjolina Moss (number 195) at the starting line of the March 27 half-marathon PHOTO BY GIOVANNI DI GIORGIO
I was running and had supported 
and encouraged my efforts.
“It was hard,” said Robbie 
Fabry, a CSUMB senior who 
is also training for the Half 
Ironman at Wildflower.
It was not easy, but I think 
I put all too much pressure on 
myself. Come race day, I ran all 
the nervousness, doubt and pre­
race jitters into the ground, for 
13.1 miles and without stopping.
Local news anchor Rosa Linda 
Roman of KION 46 ran a series 
during her segment on how to pre­
pare and train for a half-marathon, 
in which she discussed some of her 
own training for the Monterey Bay 
Half-Marathon, it being her first.
“It was harder than I thought,” 
Roman said during the post-race 
festivities. “Those hills killed us.”
Roman also put into words the 
sentiment I felt about the day, “I 
can’t believe I did it.”
finishers were granted entry into the 
Big Sur Marathon.
A single week before the race, I 
was already nervous and running a 
checklist through my head. What 
will I wear .race day? Shorts or 
capris? Should I layer or just wear 
a tank top? If the race starts at 7: 
30 a.m. and I need to eat a moder­
ate meal two hours before my run, 
what time do I need to wake up?
All of which were crammed in 
between my daily thoughts on men, 
school and triathlon training.
Two days before the race I 
hopped on my bike and set out to
navigate Saturday’s course. With 
my brand-new shiny silver Sidis 
clipped into my pedals I was feeling 
strong and ready to tackle the hills 
lurking along the course. Pedaling 
smoothly along, I was enjoying 
the sunny, yet breezy day.. .until I 
came head to head with a bee.
I have read about bugs flying 
into helmets, but even as I went 
careening into the dirt along 
Inter-Garrison Road slapping at 
my helmet like a madwoman, one 
foot clipped in, the other drag­
ging along, pulling up weeds, I 
could not comprehend what was
happening. By the time I pulled 
off my helmet, it had flown out 
and I had decided to leave the 
race course a mystery.
Spring break passed by with 
the blink of an eye and the night 
before race day offered me little 
sleep. I had no worries about 
coming in at a certain time or 
about being able to finish, but 
I suspect not knowing what to 
expect might have done it. I 
had set this half-marathon as a 
major goal and did not want to 
fail myself or the many friends 
and family and others who knew
PHOTO BY GIOVANNI DI GIORGIO
Moss and fellow runner Robbie Fabry
Hold the ice: Hockey Club skates through season
Corey Edmonds^ Staff Reporter
Corey_Edmonds@csumb.edu
For anyone who is wondering, roller hockey is not the same as ice 
hockey. “Skate on wheels, it’s a little slower, can’t full check, but 
still a lot of hitting and a lot of injuries are involved,” according to 
Marc Lu, a rookie playing for the Otters men’s roller hockey club. 
Lu has been playing oiganized hockey since he was 10 years old, 
and he enjoys the intensity involved with playing hockey.
CSUMB is in the Division 2-B Western Collegiate Roller 
Hockey League (WCRHL). The WCRHL covers the states of 
California and Nevada and serves over 20 teams. The CSUMB 
season officially ended Feb. 22.
The Otters finished with a record of 2-15. They had a hard time 
this season because they did not have an experienced goalie all 
year. According to Lu, in order to have a successful hockey club, 
the team must have a good goalie. In roller hockey the puck is shot 
at the goal a lot due to the fact that the field of play is relatively 
small compared to other sports.
In roller hockey you can score at half field, where as in soccer
it is very difficult, because of the large field size. “We have fun 
though and do not worry about what the outcome is,” said Lu. 
‘We get scored on a lot on outside shots because we did not have 
a skilled goalie.”
One of the toughest losses for the Otters this season was 
against Cal Poly Pomona. “Pomona was ranked number 
one, and the game was tied 5-5 with two minutes to go and 
we ended up losing that game,” said Lu.
At CSUMB, roller hockey is a club sport, therefore 
partial funding is provided through the players. “Every 
practice costs each player eight dollars,” said Lu. “The 
tournaments run from $50-$ 100 per player.”
“There were some rule changes with the Inter Club 
Council and in order to receive the full amount of funding 
we had to attend half of all the ICC meetings,” said Dustin 
Faulk, a veteran club member. “We got no funding because 
we only went to two meetings.”
Even though CSUMB isn’t able to fully support the roller 
hockey club, it is still enjoyable. “It’s laid back. The guys are 
chill on the team and its fun to get to travel to other schools in
California,” said Lu.
“The guys we play with are a really good group of 
people,” Faulk said. “They are so eager to play the game, 
and they all have great attitudes.”
The club is looking forward to generating more fans. 
“We don’t have any fans,” said Lu. “Nobody even knows 
we have a roller hockey club on campus. Once you see one 
game you will be hooked. Hockey is like no other sport. 
There is a lot of action involved.”
CSUMB has an A team and a B team, which means anyone 
who is interested in playing can, even if one doesn’t have any 
experience. The A-team is for experienced players and the B- 
team is for novices.
“Anyone can play; that is the nice thing about having an 
A-team and a B-team,” said Faulk.
The team is looking for anyone interested in play­
ing, but in particular they really need a goalie. Interested 
players may contact Dustin Faulk via FirstClass. You 
can also check out the website for the WCRHL at http: 
//www.westernregion.net/.






Otter sluggers slide under the radar
By Erin Lawley, Sports Editor 
Erin_Lawley@csumb.edu
Yes folks, CSUMB does have a 
baseball team. The Otter sluggers 
are the longest-running club sport 
on campus. Without a coach, 
organization tends to be one of 
the hardest plays of the game.




All men on the roster are full­
time students at CSUMB; many 
have jobs and other extra-curricular 
activities making it harder to com­
mit to a daily regime of practice. 
But because of their status as a club 
team, the Otters lack funding to 
help excel against their opponents.
This season’s club president is 
Collin Martin. A third year player 
for the Otters, Martin enjoys the 
light-heartedness of the team’s 
morale. “It’s more fun as a club,” 
Martin said. “We love to play
baseball; that’s why we’re here.”
These ball players do receive 
limited funding from the Inter 
Club Council (ICC) with regular 
attendance to meetings through­
out the year. But because of the 
inadequate monetary support 
from the university, the Otters 
must provide a lot of their own 
money throughout the season.
“We can’t go places sometimes 
because the lack of finances,” 
pitcher/first baseman Trevor Foley 
said. The team carpools to games 
in Arcata to Humboldt State 
University, Fresno to play Fresno 
Pacific and Scotts Valley to go 
up against Bethany College. The 
Otters have had to withdraw their 
entrance into tournaments because 
the money just wasn’t there.
The Otters play with a limited 
number of players and usually 
without umpires. If a decision has 
to be made on whether to spend 
what little money they have on 
umpires or equipment, the team 
opts for the latter.
The lack of an official umpire 
sometimes leads to problems when a 
play comes close. This was the case 
Saturday, March 20 while playing the
Fresno Pacific Sunbirds. The Otters 
were on the field and there was a close 
play at first base. After Foley called the 
runner out at first, the Otters ran off the 
field, only to be harassed by the coach 
and players of Fresno Pacific.
The teams do their own umping 
but there is always room for mis­
takes and different angles of view of 
a play. That’s why college baseball 
has at least two umpires per game.
Without a coach, the Otters 
struggle with who plays and when. 
“It’s tough because everyone 
wants to play,” said Brian Laatsch. 
Luckily for the team, coaching 
and delegating power hasn’t been 
a huge issue.
Priority is given to the veteran 
players and the ones who show heart 
and determination. ‘If you show up 
to practice, you deserve to play,” 
Martin said. “Effort over skill.”
The level of play is sometimes 
hard to raise. With little practice 
and file lack of awareness of an 
existent team, the Otters have diffi­
culty matching their competition.
“It’s tough recruiting,” Martin 
said. When student athletes 
come to CSUMB and see there 
isn’t a baseball team, they’ll go
-PHOTO PROVIDED BY MICHAEL BEATIE
looking elsewhere in order to 
play intercollegiately.
Because of CSUMB’s small 
enrollment and 60 percent of its 
students being female, the possi­
bility of the baseball club becom­
ing a varsity sport is small. That 
is unless the administration starts 
a new women’s team in order to 
comply with Title IX.
The point of Title IX is to ensure 
women and men have equal oppor­
tunities in college athletics as a 
whole. Since CSUMB has more 
women enrolled, more money will 
go to their athletics proportionately.
CSUMB is planning on adding 
a women’s water polo team in the 
fall along with a women’s softball 
team the following year. With 
the addition of the softball team, 
the men’s baseball club will also 
become a varsity sport.
“I think it’s fair to keep things 
equal,” Martin said. “But I think 
there should be special exceptions; 
we’re the longest running club.” 
One more full season and the Otter 
Sluggers will have what they want.
If students are interested in 
playing baseball, contact Collin 
Martin via FirstClass.
• Hope all you spring breakin’ 
Otters made it back from 
Mexico, Vegas, and anywhere 
else you chose to do your study­
ing over the break.
• After 3 nights in Vegas, looks 
like I’ll be panhandling in front 
the DC for Otter cards for the 
remainder of the semester.
• Men’s golf took fifth place at 
last week’s Otter invitational but 
still hold the seventh spot in the 
National rankings.
• Women’s golf can handle their 
fairway share too, last week ’s 
National rank: 12th.
• Fans, don’t forget that Otter 
baseball and rugby are under­
way as well
• The NBA has (Not Been 
Allowed) on my TV since the 
NCAA tournament started.
• I may be the only one, but after 
following ESPN’s “Dream Job” 
reality show, it was obvious that 
the winner was not the most 
talented of the potential anchors.
• Was anyone else trying to vote 
Stuart Scott off the show?
• The Raiders “sappy” defense 
got just that.
• If Terrell Owens thought 
Baltimore was bad, he should 
wait until he plays in front of 
the crowd who booed Santa 
Claus. TO and all his Ho Ho 
Ho’s were not on Philadelphia 
Eagles fens last X-Mas list
• Hey MLB fans, don’t be getting 
mad about your team losing.... 
It’s SPRING TRAINING!!!!
No one and that includes the 
players, cares.
• That’s it for now; see you in 
front of the DC!
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Nature connection: experience an adventure
Corey Edmonds, Staff Reporter
Corey_Edmonds@csumb .edu
A surfing trip to Big Sur, white- 
water rafting on the American 
river, rock climbing in the 
Yosemite Valley, and water ski­
ing at Lake San Antonio , are all 
trips that students and staff have 
the opportunity to go on in the 
month of April with Adventure 
Connections.
Students and staff at CSUMB 
have a great opportunity because 
Adventure Connections is teamed 
up with Outdoor Recreation in the 
Presidio of Monterey. This allows 
everyone on campus a broader 
range of adventures due to the 
fact that Outdoor Recreation has 
a dive locker, bike rentals, and 
ski chalets at Lake Tahoe, just to 
name a few.
On Saturday, March 7, Adventure 
Connections led a hike on the Tan 
Bark trail in Big Sur. The hike 
took place in Julia Pfeiffer Sate 
Park, which is about five minutes 
south of Nepenthe restaurant along 
Highway One. Nicholas Maness 
guided the hike and was joined by 
four other students.
The hike began under the dark 
canopy of majestic redwood trees.
A view from the Tan Bark trail in Big Sur Looking up an enormous redwood tree stretching to the heavens
As the group began to travel up 
the mountain a small creek ran 
with vibrant speed right alongside 
the trail. The hike gained a few 
thousand feet in three miles.
When hikers arrive at the top, 
they are greeted by the “Tin 
House.” The Tin House was built 
by Lathrop Brown, a congress­
man in the early 1930s. It was 
drafted by Brown and his friends, 
one of which being Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. It was built out of tin 
because during World War II the 
majority of the steel being pro­
duced went to the war effort.
As hikers descend the mountain, 
they can take two ways. An option 
is to go back down the Tan Bark 
Trail, or descend down the Fire 
Trail. Maness gave the group the 
option, and they decided to take 
the Fire Trail due to the expanding 
views of the Pacific Ocean.
“The hike went pretty well. My 
goal for each hike is for everyone 
to have fun,” said Maness. “On 
this particular hike, we lucked 
out because the weather was nice, 
and everyone was able to hike at 
an agreeable pace. It was easy for 
everyone to relax and enjoy the 
day. Everyone seemed to really 
enjoy the hike, and no one got
One of the many hiking trails snaking through Big Sur offers majestic views of nature
hurt, so the day went pretty well.”
Alfonso Lopez was one of the 
students who went on the hike 
with Adventure Connections.
“The weather was great and the 
pace seemed appropriate for our 
group,” Lopez said. “It definitely 
took us through some beautiful 
hiking trails and the reward was 
spectacular. Since this is the first
time I took a hike with CSUMB, 
I am not sure I have much to 
compare it with; however, I will 
definitely go on one again.”
On Saturday, March 13, 
Adventure Connections took 
a whale-watching trip in the 
Monterey Bay. The trip had two 
times to choose from: 11:00 
a.m. or 3:00 p.m. The boat took 
off from Fisherman’s Wharf in 
Monterey, and was guided by 
Chris’ Fishing Trips. The trip 
was an “awesome time. We saw 
two groups of whales,” Brooke 
Steven, an MPC student, said. 
“One group was in the process 
of mating. This was a shocking 
event, to say the least.”
The captain, Tinker Niece, 
mentioned he rarely has the oppor­
tunity to witness grey whales mat­
ing. “Maybe one in a hundred trips 
we’ll see grey whales mating,” 
Niece said. “They were courting 
each other near the surface and I 
was able to get the boat within 200 
yards or so.”
If anyone is interested in going on 
any trips with Adventure Connections 
please visit their website at: http: 
//sports.csumb.edu/adventures/ 
index.htm. Students may also e- 
mail Cynthia Dvincent, manager of 
the marine operations at Adventure 
Connections, on FirstClass.
PHOTO BY COREY EDMONDS
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Saturday, April 10
Pinnacles rock climbing. 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. $45 students, $60 
faculty/staff, $75 for general 
admission. All equipment and 
transportation provided. Bring 
your own food.
Pinnacles wildflower and 
cave hike. 10 a.m.-6 pm. $17 
students, $20 faculty/staff,
$25 for general admission. 
Transportation included.
Meet at Outdoor Center. 
sports.csumb.edu/adventures
Men’s baseball vs. Humboldt 
State. 12 p.m. CSUMB base- 
hall field
$205 for general admission. 
Transportation, food, camping 
gear, surfboards, wetsuits, 
boogie boards, and camp 
fees, sports.csumb.edu/ 
adventures
To post an event contact
Erin Lawley via FirstClass
Athletic
Events
Photos by Corey Edmonds
Surfing Safari. Friday 5 p.m. -




Here comes the sun:
By Brian Chapman, Staff reporter
Brian_Chapman@csumb.edu
Spring sunshine has students 
out and about on campus
Just as groundhog Punxsutawney Phil pre­
dicts every year on Feb. 2 that there will 
be another six weeks of bad weather, now 
the sun is shining and CSUMB students 
are emerging in droves, stripping away 
their winter wear to languish in these early 
spring days.
“Having the sun out makes me feel warm 
inside and have a positive feeling for the 
day,” said sophomore Erica Mcalister.
"... today is a lovely day for a 
Guinness"
-YURI BECKELMAN
The sun has students breaking out the 
tanning oils and towels to sit outside and 
absorb some rays. Students have populated 
the grassy lawns all over campus to enjoy 
their time in the warm weather.
“I seem to get as much work done out­
side, and as a bonus I get a tan,” said Nicole 
Rosene as she studies her American Sign 
Language book with some friends.
From the lawns to the beach sand, stu­
dents have been taking advantage of the 
weather to be outside. The beaches that 
were deserted a few weeks ago are now a 
daily destination for many students.
Sunshine brings students out from their caves making the campus feel more lively PHOTOS BY MORNING STAR VASQUEZ
“I needed to get a tan before I go to 
Mexico for spring break so I don’t get burnt, 
so bronzing and lubing is the only way to 
go,” said senior Jason Kahle after a trip to 
the beach. “Sometimes the sun makes the 
beach more of a necessity than class.”
The beaches’ lure has already-dedicated 
surfers out on a more daily basis. “I like 
to surf as long as I can and then stay out­
side for the rest of the day to soak in all 
the vitamin D as possible,” said senior 
Brandon Colletto.
Teachers have heard many far-fetched 
excuses for missing classes due to the
emergence of the warmth. Global Studies 
teacher Kathryn Poethig’s favorite excuse 
was when a student was shifting around 
uncomfortably all class and came to her 
at break and asked to go home real quick 
because he wanted to get out of his wetsuit. 
He’d just pulled his clothes over the suit.
Qun Wang, HCOM professor, hears a 
larger amount of excuses during the nice 
weather. “You know, more deaths in the 
family or funerals for grandparents and 
relatives, girlfriends attempting suicide, 
and cars really seem to have problems in 
the warmer climate.”
The weather brings students out of their 
caves (rooms) to take advantage of this 
very warm spring semester.
“It’s a social event, because there are so 
many people wandering about that it’s hard 
to go to classes when you can just lay out,” 
said Mcalister.
The Frederick Park apartments seem to 
be lively in these great conditions. Driving 
through, students can be seen lounging on 
their lawns and seizing the day. “I like 
hanging out on the lawn and having a few 
beers with friends to enjoy the rare Monterey 
warmth, because today is a lovely day for a 
Guinness,” said Yuri Beckelman. next year's 
Associated Students president.
Jhoanna Galvez and Patricia Poston take a break in the sun Reneé Monrad studies outside the library. SUNSHINE continued on page 13
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Arts & Essence
New club opens doors for theater-lovers
By Colleen Bormann, Staff Reporter
COLLEEN_BORMANN@CSUMB.EDU
To be or not to be? This is the 
question haunting CSUMB theater 
students with the impending axe to 
their list of fall productions. With 
the threat of a slim list of produc­
tions, students have taken action 
into their own hands by starting 
the Theater Student Union.
Budget cuts at CSUMB have 
been the cause of a reduced 
number of Teledramatic Arts
GRAPHIC BY HILDA CORTES
Wednesday night flicks
By Carmina Martinez, Staff Reporter
Carmina_Martinez@csumb.edu
Haven’t seen a foreign film? 
The School of World Languages 
and Cultures is presenting a 
Wednesday Night International 
Film Festival ending April 12.
Get a feel for other cultures and 
insight into their customs, prac­
tices, activities, fashion trends, 
and humor.
Marian Muhammad, a junior 
in HCOM, said, “At first I didn’t 
want to go, but my roommate 
dragged me to it. I thought I 
wouldn’t understand it, but they 
have subtitles.”
If you’re daunted by the word 
“foreign,” and fear the words “a 
Maltenese film,” rest assured. 
You don’t have to necessarily 
know the language the film is in 
because the movies have subtitles. 
The only drawback is that some­
times you may have to read faster 
than usual. This can be of benefit 
by exercising your quick reading
and Technology (TAT) produc­
tions. “Paula” is the play that 
students are working on currently. 
Unfortunately, more students 
auditioned than there were parts. 
With a cast of nine people, many 
students who wanted to participate 
in a production were turned down. 
With other successful plays behind 
them like “Vagina Monologues” 
and “Polaroid Stories,” TAT stu­
dents have proved they have the 
talent to keep this program alive 
and successful.
skills, and if you can brave the 
subtitles, a look at other cultures 
around the world.
“Last time I watched a Brazilian 
film, it was funny. I learned that 
African-American culture has 
many similarities with Brazilians 
and that was cool because now I 
know I can relate to other cultures 
that I wasn’t aware of before,” 
Muhammad said.
Asked if she would attend a 
foreign film again, Muhammad 
said, “Yes I would, I found the 
film to be informative and enter­
taining and it taught me about 
other cultures.”
The upcoming film is 
“Camila,”(1984), an Argentine 
film set in 1840 Buenas Aires.
Camila, a beautiful young 
socialite falls in love with a 
Jesuit priest, Ladislo. After sev­
eral failed attempts he succumbs 
to his passion for her. The two 
escape to a far off, secluded 
village where they assume 
new identities as husband and
A handful of TAT students 
decided to take matters into then- 
own hands. On a two-day notice 
students gathered together for a 
meeting that would help shape 
the nacent theater program. 
Knowing
productions in 
the fall were 
cut, they were 
not willing 
to give up so
easily. With the help of their club 
advisor, TAT professor Shannon 
Edwards, they formed a new 
club called the Theater Student 
Union in which students will put 
together their own plays.
The Theater Student Union 
will be putting on their first per­
formance, "Waiting to Dance” 
in early May, a play about five 
women who have found them­
selves in purgatory. The whole 
play centers around the reason 
they ended up there.
To keep up the theatre pro­
gram, students are encouraged to
"Theater is alive and well"
wife.Their identity is discov­
ered by a local priest and under 
moralistic pressure from both 
Camila's family and the Catholic 
church the authorities apprehend 
the lovers, and imprison them for 
sacrilege.
participate in all aspects of theater. 
Next semester, classes like TAT 
455: Advanced Acting and TAT 
457: Directing for the Stage are 








is that they will let people know 
about upcoming auditions, and 
get awareness to the shows,” said 
Edwards. “It is a way for TAT 
to connect to a big campus by 
bringing in large audiences.”
Along with Edwards' help, stu­
dents have formed a committee 
of eight people to run the club. 
The president, sophomore Ashley 





• Fresh. Produce and Flowers
• Art, Jewelry and Crafts
• Free Live Music 
and Entertainment
• Children’s Reading 
and Art Booths
Marina Transit Station 
280 Reservation and De Forest 
Across from the Marina Post Office 
For more information, please call 
831-384-6961
this club because of her love for 
theater. Her goal is to get students 
organized so that they are moti­
vated and ready to make things 
happen.
“Theater is alive and well. We 
have a lot of great talent and I am 
very confident,” said Simmons.
Sophomore TAT major Daniel 
Vidrio has been involved with 
numerous TAT productions. He 
thinks this program is a great way 
for students to get their foot in 
the door.
"I am impressed. This program 
will help ensure that theater will 
be kept alive at CSUMB,” said 
Vidrio. More productions mean 
more opportunities for students 
who want to get involved.
To get involved with the 
Theatre Student Union, e-mail 
Ashley Simmons via FirstClass.
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Film Showings
All films shown at 8 p.m. in 
Building 47
April
7 “Camile "(Argentina) 1984 
14 “Mitt liv som hund” My 
Life as a Dog (Sweden)
21 “Jenseits der Stille” 
Beyond Silence (Germany) 
28 “Mr Holland’s Opus” 
(USA)
May
5 “Storm from the Mountain” 
(Mexico)
12 “Y no selo trago la tierra” 
And the Earth did not 
swallow Him (EAU)
Call 582-3863 for info.
Arts & Essence
Otter Stream: The beat goes online
By: Rachel Kane, Staff Reporter 
Rachel_Kane@csumb.edu
Just about two weeks ago, when CSUMB’s streaming 
radio station, the Otter Stream, made a splash in online 
airwaves, the Recording Industry Association of America 
(RIAA) allegedly sent a letter demanding compensation 
for songs played.
“They were threatening charging people money for 
playing songs on the stream,” said Steven Levinson, the 
technical faculty advisor for the Otter Stream. “It sort of 
never really happened.”
Because there are no FCC regulations for online stream­
ing stations, Levinson says, “Right now, streamers are 
pretty much on their own.” And as far as legal repercus­
sions for playing music without paying dues, “We’re 
just going to do it until somebody tells us not to,” said 
Levinson.
Michael Vaughan, aka DJ Diverse, said, “I don’t think 
we should have to pay.” But if the RIAA cracks down on 
the Otter Stream, demanding compensation, Vaughan says 
he wouldn’t blame the school if they stopped streaming.
According to Levinson, because the Otter Stream is 
being broadcasted from the Internet, there are no specific 
standards. But students, whose shows run Monday through 
Friday, noon to midnight, have to follow university stan­
dards of computer use.
“It is guerrilla-type radio,” said Patricia Poston, host of
the Wednesday afternoon show “Something Urban,” and 
three-year veteran of the Otter Stream. “I’m happy that we 
didn’t lose the Otter Stream and I hope we never do. It’s 
one thing that keeps me going at this school.”
As much as Poston enjoys her airtime full of music she 
hopes that people have never heard before, she worries 
about the lack of funding for the stream. “The radio pro­
gram has no money whatsoever. We’ve been really lucky 
to get a new computer and two new CD players. We could 
probably broadcast over regular radio if we had the fund­
ing,” she said.
“We’re a very small campus with a very small stream,” 
said Levinson. The Otter Stream runs from the world-wide 
accessible Internet. “Mothers and fathers and young chil­
dren could potentially be paying attention.”
“I have friends from L.A. and Texas, South Carolina, 
Sacramento and San Francisco that check out the show,” 
said Poston. “That’s what’s so great about having it on the 
Internet.”
Levinson upholds the few university-wide regulations 
regarding language.
STREAMING continued on page 13 
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Your friends told you from the
very beginning he/she was not 
right for you. Alex could tell she 
was too clingy. Melissa had seen 
the way he flirts with other girls at 
parties. But no matter how much 
you valued your friends’ opinions 
it took getting your heart broken 
or reaching your wits end to call 
it quits.
A vitamin a day to keep the doc away
By Kara Alaimo, Staff Reporter
Kara_Alaimo@csumb.edu
Looking for a reason to take vita­
mins? Are you stressed or burning 
fat efficiently? Do you have bad 
skin or suffer from nervousness 
all the time? There are a number 
of different vitamins to choose 
from and they all do something 
different. Here’s a run down of 
the essentials to keep you at 
your optimal level of perfor­
mance in whatever situation you 
may find yourself.
Vitamin A is used to keep the 
eyes healthy, and this is the one 
to take for young, supple looking 
skin and healthy bones. Student 
Joan Natividad said, “My eye 
glass prescription just increased. 
My grandma suggested I take vita­
min A. I don’t see a change yet, but 
then again I can’t really see.”
Signs the body is not getting 
enough vitamin A are weak teeth 
and poor bone growth, not to men­
tion slight night blindness._The 
food sources this vitamin supple­
ment are found in include fortified 
milk, cheese, butter, liver, eggs, 
dark green leafy vegetables, deep 
orange fruits and vegetables.
Pantothenic Acid, a vitamin
Months later your ex still
resides in the back of your mind, 
but for sanity’s sake, every 
good thought is followed by an 
example of why you’re better off 
without that crazy...
Checking out the bands at the 
BBC or hitting up the Duck has 
never been so much fun, single. 
Just you and your pals can close
supplement, is used to increase 
energy levels as well as boost 
metabolism. Feeling fatigued? 
A deficiency of this one can 
cause feelings of exhaustion and 
sluggishness. Most of the food 
consumed has a bit of panto­
thenic acid, but to find the largest 
amounts look toward eggs and 
red meat.
CHHS major Kim Rollans said, 
“I take vitamins to safeguard 
against future ailments such as 
osteoporosis and cancer, not to 
mention fighting the common 
cold and flu.” When determin­
ing how much to take, look to 
the label for answers. The bottle 
generally lists how much the body 
needs during the day, but every­
one is different.
Dawn Hartsock, a physician’s 
assistant at the Student Health 
Center said, “Determining your 
optimal intake requires a little 
experimentation - everyone is a 
little different.”
A popular vitamin supplement 
to take is vitamin C. This one usu­
ally comes in fun-to-eat chews. It 
is an antioxidant and can help 
with wound healing and to 
strengthen the body’s resistance 
to infection.
the house or the bar down. Then 
one night, it happens.
You are at a party or a bar 
looking hot, feeling on fire and 
members of the opposite sex 
are noticing. Your eyes scan the 
crowd looking for someone worth 
oxygen expenditure when it hits 
you. It doesn’t really hit you, in 
fact, it punches you so hard in the 
gut, you are ready to chuck your 
$5 beer. Smiling, looking relaxed 
and content, is your ex...with 
someone new.
Deep inside you know you do 
not want them back and the feel­
ings you have are not those of 
jealousy. Then why does it hurt 
so badly?
According to Dr. Brenda 
Shoshanna, a practicing therapist 
and author of “Zen and the Art 
of Falling in Love,” “you are 
not necessarily hurting because 
you’re missing him but because 
you haven’t worked through the
According to Health.net, nutri­
tional surveys have found that 50 
percent of Americans consume 
less than 50 milligrams and 25 
percent consume less than 39 mil­
ligrams of vitamin C daily - far 
below the Recommended Dietary 
Allowance (RDA) of 60 mil­
ligrams. The RDA was designed 
by the federal government as 
a guideline for “practically all 
healthy persons.”
“Supplements won’t make up 
for a bad diet. If you eat only ham­
burgers, supplements can’t provide 
you with every nutrient found in 
salads. As the terms suggests, sup­
plements are supplements to - not 
replacements for - food. So, eat a 
good diet with a lot of fruits and 
vegetables and a moderate amount 
of protein,” said Hannan.
Common deficiencies of vita­
min C are anemia, infections, 
sore gums, muscle pain, and joint 
pain. Look for this vitamin in 
citrus fruits, broccoli, tomatoes, 
melons, dark green leafy veg­
etables, cabbage, strawberries, 
and potatoes.
According to researchers at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, only an estimated 9 
percent of people eat five fruits
leftover pain.”
There are reasons why you are 
not together, and identifying what 
it was that your relationship was 
lacking or why you were unhappy 
together will put the breakup and 
your emotions into perspective. 
Moving on requires the courage 
to acknowledge your and his/her 
mistakes and not settling for 
anything less than what you feel 
you deserve. Until you face your 
relationship mistakes, says Dr 
Shoshanna, “what you are really 
missing isn’t this man, but your 
self-respect and self-esteem.”




Hot spots for a hot date.
Have any relationship/sex/style 
questions? Email Jo.
and vegetables a day and this is 
where the body gets a lot of natu­
ral vitamins.
Vitamin D aids in keeping teeth 
and bones strong so they can last 
a lifetime. Fractures associated 
with weak bones are a common 
sign of a vitamin D deficiency. 
Look for vitamin D in fortified 
milk (milk that has vitamin D 
added), but it can be found in 
eggs and liver as well.
Biotin is another energy vita­
min supplement. It promotes 
amino acid metabolism as well 
as providing help in fat synthesis 
and breakdown. Fatigue, loss of 
appetite, muscle pain, and dry, 
scaly skin are signs that the body 
is lacking Biotin. Biotin can be 
found in liver, egg yolk, green 
vegetables as well as in most 
foods. It’s highly accessible.
There are a few essential vita­
mins that when used regularly 
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To post an event contact 
Morning Vasquez via FirstCtass
Friday, April 2
Last Night, Down Boy, Firme. 
Punk rock and world music.
8 p.m. BBC. Free with pizza
included.
Contact Vito Triglia via 
FirstClass.
Saturday, April 3
“By Light of Laterns" A 19-min- 
ute documentary produced by 
CSUMB students and faculty 
that digs out the unknown his­
tory of Monterey’s early fisher­
men. 2 p.m. Maritime Museum 
of Monterey, 5 Custom House 
Plaza. Free.
Contact Pam Peck via 
FirstClass or call 582-3908
Languages and Cultures. 8 
p.m. Building 49.
Thursday, April 8
Paul Taylor Dance Co.
Taylor's imaginative choreog- 
raphy, rare sense of beauty 
and superb musicality per­
formed through the brilliance 
of his dancers are beyond 
compare. Celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of one of the 
world's most beloved dance 
companies.
7:30 p.m. World Theater. $10 
student w/ID, $25 discount 
andgroups, $30 general. 
Contact the World Theater box 
office at 582-4580.
Friday, Saturday April 9-10




film about forbidden love.
Presented by World
will be prizes, food and enter-
tainment (judging will take
place Saturday afternoon with
prizes awarded ). Open to all
-categories include youth;
students/adults; and collab-
orative efforts (clubs, dorms,
groups) BBC. $10 entrance
fee per square (includes
bucket of chalk).













‘Up Above the 
Daily Hum”









































“The only things I’ve heard is don’t use 
the word ‘fuck’ - not in the music and don’t 
have anyone say it,” said Vaughan.
“A lot of times I’ve had MCs come in and 
I’ve gotten in trouble,” said Poston, who 
has invited hip-hop groups such as A.T.S., 
a local DJ and two MCs, to perform on her 
4-6 p.m. show. “It’s always fun. I just have 
to make sure people don’t curse.”
According to Levinson, the only music 
he has a problem with “specifically” is Ice 
Cube’s ‘Gangsta Nation,’ simply because 
of the concentration of swear words, even 
though he respect[s] Ice Cube as an artist.
Not only is the Otter Stream an auditory 
form of Internet entertainment, but there is 
also a web cam set up in the closet-sized 
broadcast room, affectionately known as 
“The Shoebox,” located in the depths of 
the Student Center.
Poston said, “I get 
a lot of prank calls.
My friend Courtney 
used to dance in front 
of the camera for the 
whole two hours.”
“I think it has the 
potential to be a 
really unifying force 
for CSUMB,” said 
Levinson of the Otter 
Stream.
“I try to get what’s 
going on campus in 
the BBC, the World 
Theatre,” said Poston, 
who loves it when 
people recognize 
her on campus from 
her “mainly hip-hop, 
reggae and drum and 
bass” show. “I’m all
about the electronic music 
scene and underground 
hip-hop,” she said.
According to Levinson, 
any students hoping to grace 
the electronic airwaves on a 
radio show of their own will 
have to wait a while. “Right 
now we’re pretty full,” he 
said. But if enough aspiring 
disc jockeys get on a wait­
ing list, Levinson would be 
happy to open up weekend 
time slots on the stream.
E-mail Steven Levinson 
via FirstClass to be put on the wait­
ing list for a show on the Otter Stream 
and check out the stream on the web at 
www.tat.csumb.edu/radio and on local 
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Tessa Mr. Dego Nate
Sunshine: Students bask in heat
“I seem to smoke more cigarettes when 
it’s sunny because I’m outside in the good 
weather,” said Jacob Dovalina as he takes 
a drag of his smoke on a break from work­
ing in the Student Center. “I like taking 
more cigarette breaks when it’s sunny.”
The campus is flourishing with activity 
as students are making the most of being 
outside to have fun in the weather, and 
making the campus feel like a southern 
California school.
“It’s a lot more lively around here with 
people playing frisbee and other sports, 
because everybody wants to get under the 
sun,” said sophomore Solomon Kamman 
as a soccer ball rolls by him on the lawn.
The attire has naturally changed as well. 
The weather has brought out bikinis and 
shorts that are beating out the pants and 
jackets of last season.
“The sun makes people feel sexual, 
because everyone gets to show more skin 
than they have in a long while,” said Nicole 
Rosene while tanning in the mid-day sun.
Students take a break from classes to soak up a little 
sunshine in the quad
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“On Da Comer 
of 4th & 5th”
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Arts & Essence
Astro 101: your April star reading
Aries: March 21- April 20 
Spring is here, my little rams. What 
was it that tipped me off? The warmer 
weather? The flowers budding forth
from the barren Ord land? 
No. It was your fiery tem­
per. Spring is a reflection 
of Aries’ growth and tem­
perament, and your mood 
has inspired everything from sunny rays 
to chilly storm clouds in the past couple 
weeks. Sound like a bad thing? On the 
contrary—mood and nature go hand in 
hand. Inspiring each other is a good thing
as long as it stays reciprocal.
Taurus: April 21- May 20 
I know, little bulls, you loathe the term 
“spring cleaning.” Prone to a laissez faire 
attitude, you’re not much for organiza­
tion and... *shudder* ...to- 
do lists. However, use this 
month to get your priorities 
together and you’ll reap the 
rewards far on into summer. By analyz­
ing what’s important to accomplish first, 
you’ll free up major time to do some­
thing you’ve always wanted. And with 
that kind of incentive, your spring clean­
ing will be a breeze.
Gemini: May 21- June 21 
Your flexible personality, Gemini, allows 
you to communicate effectively with 
various crowds. In social situations, like
that party the other week, 
you were the one flitting 
around the room, a virtual 
bumblebee gathering pollen 
from several diverse flowers. Think back 
on that experience and ask yourself what 
you learned. Not necessarily what people 
said, but what skills you exercised when 
changing groups. Keep in mind these
skills are highly marketable.
Cancer: June 22- July 22 
This month is showing to be a bit rough 
on the ol’ psyche, little crab. You are 
naturally highly sensitive, and in the next
couple of weeks are going 
to take criticism, no mat­
ter how benign, the wrong 
way. Instead of reacting 
defensively, try empathetic listening. Not 
only will you take what is said with, as 
they say, a grain of salt, but you’ll start 
to understand the reasoning behind their
words.
Leo: July 23- August 22
Now is the time to take a step back from 
the spotlight, little lion. It’s not that 
you’ve been in it too long, because we all 
know you live to be the center 
of attention. It’s just that this 
month is shaping up to be, 
well, kind of embarrassing 
for you. The less attention, the 
better. Keep in mind this month that the 
decisions you make now will be in your 
conscience all your life. A kind of “per­
manent record” of the soul. What do you
want reflected in yours?
Virgo: August 23- September 22 
Hey Virgo! Get your nose out of that 
textbook! A plethora of opportunities are 
circling around you. Take care you reach
for them now; they won’t be 
here long. Take advantage 
of job fairs, colloquiums, 
forums... anything that will 
give you a new perspective 
of the world around you. A career-chang­
ing experience is apt to present itself if
you are receptive to new ideas.
Libra: September 23- October 23 
The scales are an appropriate symbol 
for you this month, little Libra. You’ve 
been working hard to balance school,
work, friends, and family 
lately. Point to ponder: Where 
do you fit in? And I’m not 
talking “you” in relation to 
family— as a sister, daughter, mother, 
brother, son or father. Not “you” in rela­
tion to school—as a student, classmate, 
or teacher. But “you” in the context of the 
universe, in the context of humanity, in the
context of existence.
Scorpio: October 24- November 22 
This month is not the best month to jump 
out of a plane. Or hike the Himalayas. Or 
go drag racing. In reality, little scorpion,
this month you’re better off 
with the “safe bets” or “sure 
things.” I know at first glance 
putting a puzzle together 
doesn’t seem to quite give 
you the same thrill as windsurfing off the 
Caribbean coast, but wait. You’ll notice 
the more you do it, the more you’ll come 
to appreciate the simple movements, 
mechanical and repetitive. When your 
body is thus involved, you’ll find your
mind set free.
Sagittarius: November 23- December 21 
Archer, your idealism is amazing this 
month! You’ll finally be able to make 
good on a promise you made months 
ago, which will happen 
to open unexpected doors 
for you. But beware of 
shortcuts or loopholes 
that would allow you to dodge your 
responsibility. Others have counted 
on you in good faith and to let them 
down would be disastrous.
Capricorn: December 22- January 20 
You’ve been so focused on not step­
ping in puddles, little mountain goat, 
that you’ve missed the rainbow! Take 
care this month to look up 
once in a while. Don’t worry 
about what lies ahead in your 
path. Trust in your judgment
that even if you trip you can just get 
up again. You are much stronger than 
you give yourself credit for, Capricorn.
Once you take that to heart, you can do 
extraordinary things.
PHOTO BY GIOVANNI 01 GIORGIO
Celebrate!
The CSUMB community gathered in the quad on Tuesday, March 16 to celebrate and show support for gay and 
lesbian faculty, staff and students who were recently married in San Francisco.
Aquarius: January 21- February 18 
Aquarius is ruled by Uranus (no joke), and 
your shocking personality reflects this at 
its utmost extreme this month. You’ll find
yourself in situations that seem 
almost... Seinfeldian... in 
nature. When you notice you 
and your friends starting to 
go off on seemingly unrelated tangents and 
yet know EXACTLY what they’re talking 
about, don’t fight it. Go with the flow. It’s 
an almost psychic experience, and you’ll 
learn what it means to really be on the same 
wavelength as someone else. You know,
yadda yadda yadda.
Pisces: February 19- March 20 
Wow, little fish, you’ve had a hectic couple of 
weeks. Here’s the wind-down plan: a couple 
candles (unscented), incense (sandalwood)
and a dark room you can have 
to yourself for an hour. Now, 
here’s where personal prefer­
ence differs. Meditation and 
reflection are good mental exercises to relax 
and get your juices flowing. Or you could 
do it the old-fashioned way. Whichever 
you choose, it’s time to loosen up.
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OPINION
The big, bad and down-right ugly on U.S. media
By Morning Star Vasquez
I was alarmed when I found out about 
massive media consolidation in my 
HCOM course, Social Impact of the 
Mass Media. That one giant corpora­
tion could own just about everything 
from film, print, broadcast TV, cable, 
home video, publishing companies, 
multimedia, sports teams and other 
entertainment holdings, media that 
pervades our waking hours, was 
utterly astounding - a reality check 
for myself and the rest of the class.
Take Time Warner, for example. 
In 2002, the corporation’s rev­
enue reached $40.9 billion (Vivendi 
Universal topped the charts with $60 
billion). Its holdings include Warner 
Bros., AOL, CNN, HBO, Time 
Warner Cable, Turner (TNT, TBS) 
Cartoon Network, New Line Cinema, 
Castle Rock Entertainment, Atlantic 
Recordings, Elektra/Sire, Rhino, 
Time-Life Books, DC Comics, 
Fortune, Sports Illustrated, People 
and Netscape Communication. It 
also owns sports teams: the Atlanta 
Braves, Atlanta Hawks, and Atlanta
Thrashers (a national hockey 
league), CNN radio and World 
Championship Wrestling.
One of the reasons why J.Lo seems 
to be plastered everywhere before our 
eyes is the phenomenon of horizontal 
integration, a main selling tactic of 
corporations. Time Warner may pro­
duce the movie “Gigli,” release it and 
show it on HBO, print stories on her 
love life in Entertainment Weekly or 
People, produce her albums, and fea­
ture her on their Internet sites. That 
is the appeal on media consolidation: 
integration for maximizing profit.
Currently our U.S. media system 
is dominated by ten transnational 
conglomerates: Disney, Time
Warner, News Corporation Viacom, 
Vivendi Universal, Sony, Liberty, 
Bertelsmann, AT&T Comcast, and 
General Electric (NBC). Ownership 
of airwaves and newspaper is in a 
current state of crisis. Clear Channel 
owns 1,200 stations nationally. 
Gannett Co., Inc. owns 97 daily 
newspapers throughout the U.S. and 
Knight Ridder owns 33.
The problem with this mass 
amount of media consolidation 
within the U.S. is that there is an 
extraordinary degree of economic 
and social power located in very few 
hands. The consolidation of media 
into the hands of a few, with capital­
ism as its economic model and profit 
making its biggest scheme, poses a 
huge problem for our society as it 
exists as a democracy.
The purpose of media, from its 
onset in America, was to guard 
against tyranny of government 
through enlightened thinking pro­
vided by the freedom of press, one 
that is free, freewheeling, diverse 
and dangerous. It was set up as a 
watchdog over those in power and 
over those who want to be in power. 
It was specifically enshrined in the 
constitution as a guardian over our 
freedom, to keep us from ignorance 
so that we can govern ourselves 
and not be governed from above. 
Thomas Jefferson warned, “Our 
liberty cannot be guarded but by 
the freedom of the press.” In his
time he feared the rise of a “single 
and splendid government of an aris­
tocracy, founded on banking institu­
tions, and moneyed corporations.”
U.S. media, as a purveyor of news 
to a free and diverse country, is in 
bed with big business, one whose 
sole purpose is to maximize profits, 
not to serve democracy, not for the 
public good. Hyper commercialism 
and denigration of public service 
are the effects of concentrated 
media. Vital news is watered down 
or virtually ignored. Take a look at 
what does get covered: candidates’ 
slinging mud at one another, Janet 
Jackson’s flesh exposure, Martha 
Stewart’s trial, although Enron’s 
fallacies seemed to be far more 
weightier than Martha Stewart’s. As 
massive media corporations are better 
able to commercially saturate society, 
their ability or willingness to provide 
material with editorial and creative 
integrity declines. A disconnect exists 
between citizens and decision making 
for this country because media today 
has failed to inform its populace.
It is time that America sees what 
is really taking place in media, 
although big business take every 
effort to hide it and keep it from 
public scrutiny, and take action. 
We need to take back “our media” 
and make it profitable to our means, 
not theirs. Not too long ago the 
environmental agenda was not on 
political platform until certain citi­
zens considered it important enough 
to make it an issue. Now it is on 
every politician’s agenda. If we are 
to survive as a democratic country 
with our ideals that form the very 
basis of our society and freedom 
that we cherish, then we must allow 
for freedom of press in this country, 
one that watches over the powerful, 
one that allows for all the diversity 
of opinions that make up America, 
one that fully informs its citizenry to 
make enlightened decisions.
Let’s not be fat, happy, ignorant 
and uninformed as other nations 
label us. Let’s take back our media.
President Smith violates vision statement
By Katherine Murphy
CSUMB is unique in recognizing that 
higher education must be offered to people 
that have had limited access, because by 
doing so historically oppressed peoples 
gain the tools, knowledge, and allies 
needed to transform our society into a more 
equitable one.
Although the Vision is intended to serve 
specific underserved groups in California, 
the essence of the Vision is to deconstruct 
the oppressive systems of thought that 
contribute to racism, sexism, classism, and 
other forms of institutional violence within 
our society.
As a student, I understand this. What is
Otter Oops
•In the March 11 issue of the Otter Realm, the graphic for “Just Lose It!.. .with a little 
help” was designed by Kara Alaimo.
•In the article “Schova What?” the band’s name should have read Scova Notia, and the 
caption for the first photo picturing Bill Scova incorrectly identified Tommy Pohlman as 
the guitar player.
•In the article “Library hours back to normal” the Monday to Thursday library hours 
printed were incorrect. The correct library hours are: Monday to Thursday 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m.
The Otter Realm regrets these mistakes and encourages our readers to hold us account­

















unnerving is that while students, faculty, 
and staff believe in and fight for the tenets 
of the Vision, we are still being lead by a 
man that only pays it lip service.
Peter Smith is both symbolically and 
actually violating the basic principles of the 
Vision with his new plan to put his execu­
tive offices on top of the student library.
Symbolically, demanding that his offices 
be placed on the top of the library—the epi­
center of student learning and academia—is 
a message to the community. A message 
that while the students that pay Peter’s sal­
ary will be studying downstairs, he will be 
enjoying the fourth floor bay view which 
was designed to be enjoyed by students.
It does not take a stretch of the imagina­
tion to visualize the hierarchical structure 
this design mimics—high roller adminis­
trators on top, first generation and “under­
served” college students on bottom.
In actuality, Peter is violating the Vision 
by ignoring his responsibility to the shared 
governance processes on this campus. 
When the library planning committee, 















Morning Star Vasquez 
Advertising Manager 
Sherylen Duong
for a quiet study space for students, met to 
see the final plans, executive suites were 
perched there instead. Peter circumvented 
the planning committee and in a bold and 
obvious act of privilege.
I remind Peter that without students he 
has no job. And without the Vision, we 
have no University. Follow in the coura­
geous footsteps of the students—stop talk­
ing about the Vision, and start practicing it.
Staff Reporters
Enjolina Moss, Daniél Burr, Luis Vicuna, 
Colleen Borman, Rachel Kane. Carmina 
Martinez, Laura Ramos, Diana Layous, Darrell 
Hirashima, Corey Edmonds, Kara Alaimo, 




Aldo Vargas, Erica Ruedas, Erin Lawley, 
Morning Star Vasquez, Giovanni DI Giorgio,' 
Amanda Wollard, Colleen Cooney, Leanna 
Dunphy, Michelle Burke, Justin Moulton, Kara 
Alaimo, Zachary Stahl
April 1 -14, 2004 | Otter Realm | 15
Artist Spotlight
Mural, mural on the wall...
By Matt Fox, Staff Reporter
Matt_Fox@csumb.edu
An abstract painting of orange stripes and 
some fishermen with odd black goggles are 
two of the many finished and unfinished 
paintings that decorate Victoria Salas’ 
garage studio on Trenton Court.
“I don’t get to paint as often as I would 
like to because school gets in the way. It’s 
sad I am taking classes to be an artist but it 
gets in the way of me painting.”
Salas touches up her masterpieceDiverse faces cover the Girl Scouts Program Center wall in Salinas PHOTOS BY GIOVANNI DI GIORGIO Beauty stares you in the face
Salas is a junior VPA major with a con­
centration in murals, a talent that she has 
taken to the streets. In Gilroy when she 
attended Gavilan College, Salas painted 
a number of ojo (eye) murals. She volun­
teered to paint her most recent mural at the 
Girl Scouts Program Center in Salinas.
“I found out about the mural through a 
friend who wasn’t prepared to do the proj­
ect,” said Salas, explaining how she took the 
lead to paint the mural. “I started the mural in 
the summer last year and it opened Oct. 10.”
Salas enjoys making art through a variety 
of mediums like pencil, but her favorite is 
acrylics. The Salinas Girl Scout Mural is of 
a variety of faces waxing and waning like 
the lunar model of the moon in acrylic.
“I just created the idea of a woman and 
what a woman would be and the moon 
represents that to me,” said Salas as she 
described what her mural meant to her. Her 
paintings have “a lot of themes of femininity 
that come through. My paintings are intro­
spective, they look into the subconscious,” 
said Salas.
The Mexican mural- 
ists “Los Grandes” (Jose 
Orozco, Diego Rivera, and 
David Siqueros) have been 
the inspiration for much 
of Salas’ own work. She 
also likes Frida Kahlo and
Victoria Salas poses for a portrait
Japanese prints. But this inspiration is 
strictly by “style, not subject matter.”
“Usually when I want to paint some­
thing, I get a spark of inspiration from 
music, an image or just watching TV. Then 
an idea snowballs into something.”
Salas plans on painting more murals as 
she approaches capstone in the near future.
Person on Campus




“A Kiwi because I'm furry.”
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“This is freakin 
 weird. Durian 
 fruit. Because 





“A pineapple because I have a 
tangy and chewy personality.”
SOPHOMORE, TAT
“I've never really thought of 
myself as a vegetable. More like 
a T-bone steak.”
Kyle
Kennedy
